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“Ms Jones...wake up...7 a.m…”

“Two minutes,” I groaned groggily as I walloped my robotic assistant, Teddy. Every citizen in Singapore could buy their own robotic assistant for merely a few hundred dollars and it would last them their entire lifetime. Decades or centuries ago, people had foreign domestic helpers instead of robots, but human helpers could not match up to robots. Teddy fell to the ground with a loud thud. “Great. Just great,” I mumbled while I sluggishly climbed out of bed to replace Teddy’s batteries. After that, I opened my personal teleportation door which Teddy had installed for me last week. The teleportation door allowed me to reach any part of my bungalow with just a press of a button. Pressing the ‘KITCHEN’ option, I was instantaneously transported to my kitchen with electric stovetops and tiles which changed colour according to my mood. I hastily grabbed a ripe banana on the counter before booking a Google flying taxi to transport me to work. Google flying taxis worked just like aeroplanes, but faster. They did not release greenhouse gases and hence global warming became obsolete. Instead, Google flying taxis were powered by renewable energy! In a split second, a sparkinling clean Google flying taxi appeared in front of my gate. “Bye, Teddy!” I chirped merrily. The Google flying taxi was equipped with all the latest features like a scanner that deducted your fare from your credit card just by scanning your retina! There was also a meal option for longer trips where you could pre order any meal you wanted and it would be waiting for you, fresh and hot for you in your ride! “Oh technology really is a joy to have in this wonderful world!” I exclaimed before devouring a mouthful of my steaming hot mushroom soup.

Upon reaching the entrance of the hospital, I paused for a minute as I took in the familiar mix of antibacterial scents. I glanced around the bustling hospital - nurses and doctors answering their pages, family members anxiously asking every doctor in their sight about their loved ones, little children laughing blissfully in the hospital’s robotic playground. Robotic cleaners swiftly mopped the hospital floors with a smile plastered on their faces. Although many jobs that had existed decades ago, like cleaners and cashiers, they were now replaced by robots. Doctors and researchers like myself were still crucial in the world as no robot would be able to invent new medicines and conduct surgeries to save lives. “How amazing life will be, with my new elixir of life,” I thought to myself and headed to my research lab, located in the first level of the hospital, to continue perfecting my immortal medicine.

16 June 3030

“Alas, it is ready! Death shall exist no more!” I gleefully exclaimed before taking off my electronic magnifying glasses and sending Teddy a mind message to book a meeting with the chiefs of all the hospital’s departments as soon as possible. In order to release my immortal medicine to the world, I had to first get it approved by the chiefs of the various departments. Teddy informed me he had booked an appointment almost immediately. Expeditiously, I put the immortal medicine and my electronic Google Book containing all my presentation notes and research in my bag and headed up to the grand conference room at level two. Striding into the room, I processed the reality of what was happening. My seven years of hard work - I desperately wanted this immortal medicine to be approved! 

"Good afternoon chiefs. I have called for this meeting today to ask for your approval to release my pride and joy out to the world. The medicine I have been working to perfect for the past seven years. Here I present to all of you the Elixir of Life!" I exclaimed, beaming, as I proudly picked up my immortal medicine and passed it to the chief of anesthesiology.

"With just one dose of this injection, one would be cured of all illnesses and diseases and would live an eternal life! In this thirty-first century, there are countless pleasures to enjoy. Therefore, why not live forever and take our time to enjoy them!" I finished off merrily. Everyone in the room stared at me in absolute shock. They were aghast. At once, everyone began to speak. 

"Are you insane?”
"Life is only treasured because there will be an end to it one day!" 
"Too much of one good thing would lead to nothing!" 

I stared, baffled, at all the commotion. Who would have known that not everyone wanted to live forever? I felt like all my hard work was wasted. Nobody else wanted to live forever? Not a single soul wanted all of eternity to enjoy the pleasures this futuristic world has to offer?

“Ms Jones, all of us appreciate all the hard work that went into the creation of the immortal medicine, but we simply cannot allow you to release it to the world. Not when every single chief of each department thinks it is too risky and dangerous. I am very sorry but our decision is unanimous,” the chief of the hospital concluded and stood up to shake my hand.

I was completely flabbergasted and was still trying to process that the medicine I put my blood, sweat and tears into perfecting, had just been rejected by the chiefs of this hospital. Just like that, my dream had been shattered. Obviously not every proposed medicine would be approved but I had never expected my immortal medicine to be rejected. I had just assumed that it was a common wish of everyone to live forever. I mean, it was 3030 after all. There were no wars, no riots, no social injustice occurring anywhere in the world. There were only the best things in life like endless food supply, the most spectacular amusement parks and litter-free roads. I would understand if you said people in the 20th or 21st century had not wanted to live forever. I mean there was World War Two and the coronavirus pandemic. But now? With an almost perfect world where everyone celebrated peace and harmony, people still did not want to live forever?
  
Cheeks flushed, I shook the hospital’s chief’s hand, making sure to avoid any eye contact by staring at the hospital floor. I then quickly grabbed my immortal medicine and traipsed back to my lab downstairs, wishing that this was all just an awful nightmare. 

Upon reaching my lab, I slammed the door shut behind me and the tears in my eyes could be held back no more. Streams of hot tears began flowing down my face like Niagara Falls. Lips quivering, I tried to take deep breaths to calm myself down, but to no avail. Blurry-eyed, I fixed my gaze at the immortal medicine in my hand. Before today, I had always thought of the Elixir of Life as something that not even gold or diamonds could buy. It was priceless. However, today it looked like just another purple solution in a bottle.

Brokenhearted, I packed all my belongings and the Elixir of Life into my blue Converse backpack and booked a Google flying taxi to transport me back home. I could not be in this lab a second longer. In the taxi, I could not bear to even take a bite of the gooey chocolate cake sitting in front of me. At that moment, everything was pale and uninteresting. 

Once I reached home, I swung my backpack onto the sofa in the living room and stepped through the teleportation door. I pressed the ‘JENNY JONES’ BEDROOM’ option and stepped through the door. Instantly, I was teleported to my bedroom on the second level. I stepped out of the teleportation door and flung myself on my king-sized bed. Considering the amount of tears I had already shed, one would think that my eyes would be dry, but they would be wrong. I buried my face into my pillow and began wailing like a baby.

Startled by all the sudden noise, Teddy hurriedly transported itself to my bedroom. Sniffling, I spilled to Teddy all that had happened that day. “Forget living forever. I never want to see the light of day again!” I wept.

“There, there. I am sure it is not as bad as you think. You only did not get approval to release it to the world right? Why not use it on yourself then? At least you will be able to enjoy all of life’s pleasures, right? And I will always be with you! Robots are immortal after all! Don’t look so woebegone,” Teddy reasoned sympathetically.

I goggled at Teddy in amazement. Why did I not think of doing that? Wiping away my tears, I threw myself at Teddy, hugging it tightly. Then, I sped through the teleportation door and teleported myself back to the living room. In the living room, I ripped open my backpack and pulled out the elixir of life and a syringe. I rapidly filled the syringe up with the purple immortal medicine and pierced it through my skin. I paused for a minute. I could feel the Elixir of Life surging through my veins. I felt powerful. Superior. I was the only human being on planet earth who could live forever! Everyone other than myself would be ancient history one day - growing old, falling sick, dying and getting forgotten. I, on the other hand, would be forever twenty-nine, happy and healthy and enjoying all the best things in the world for all of eternity! “Who cares if I am the only person who can live forever? I am the only one who will be able to enjoy this world, not them,” I grinned at Teddy. 

4 April 3031

“Breaking news. The newly discovered S294T disease is extremely infectious. If one contracts this disease, their body temperature will drop to below fifteen degrees Celsius and death is certain within the next twenty-four hours. There is no way to protect yourself from this disease other than to stay home and stay safe. This disease is found to have a hundred percent fatality rate and is a lot more serious than the 21st century covid-19 virus. So, I strongly urge everyone to not leave their houses until this situation is kept under control. Thank you,” Prime Minister Amanda Lee reported with deep concern and worry in her eyes. Her eyebrows were furrowed, which was surprising coming from a Prime Minister who was never seen without a pleasant smile on her face, even during the toughest of times.

Teddy and I exchanged knowing smiles. This was definitely a tough time for everyone in the world, except us. Thanks to my immortal medicine which I had injected myself with slightly under a year ago, I was the only one protected from this disease. I could go wherever I wanted, do whatever I wanted, meet whoever I wanted, all without worrying about dying or contracting the virus. “I bet all those chiefs are wishing right now that they had approved my immortal medicine last year. With the Elixir of Life, there would not have even been this disease. Oh well, at least you and I are safe, Teddy, and we can do whatever we want!” A prideful smirk formed on my face, “Why not book a holiday to Cuba right now? I mean after all, we are protected from the S294T disease.” I swiftly pulled out my Google glasses and began booking my flight and hotel for my holiday in Cuba.

20 May 3031

By now almost five percent of the country’s population had contracted the S294T disease. I, on the other hand, had travelled to Italy, China and Indonesia after my trip to Cuba and was still in the pinnacle of health. The Elixir of Life was really the greatest blessing ever. I looked out of the window from my living room. The streets were not particularly bustling with activities, just a few people walking by, or a few flying cars or taxis zooming around. The trees were swaying side to side due to the strong Singapore winds. Birds were chirping away, leaves fell to the ground after a long battle with the wind, the sun was shining brightly. I was all smiles. After all, I would enjoy this serenity forever.

16 June 3230

Today marked exactly two hundred years since I injected the Elixir of Life. Life was going great, or so it seemed. I never once fell ill. I was still physically twenty-nine but mentally two hundred and twenty-nine years old, with a perfectly healthy body. However, eternal life was not all the glitz and glamour I had expected. Over the past two hundred years, all my friends and loved ones had passed on. The only friend I had left was Teddy, my robot. I missed human love. I missed talking away with my family members. I missed the connection I used to have with real human beings. The world was a paradise and I was living in it but I was not happy. There were still plenty of people. However, these people always seemed to be having a blast with their family or loved ones. I only had Teddy. A robot. 

I had deprived myself of all the small happiness in life, just because I was so desperate and greedy to live forever and look how that ended. The sun shone so brightly everyday but ironically, my life felt like an endless cycle of complete darkness and loneliness. “Rapacity is the root of all evil,” my late father would say.

I looked at Teddy, who was busy putting all the washed and dried laundry in the ironing machine. Even Teddy, a robot, looked tired. “Maybe living forever is just not meant for us Teddy...” I trailed off. Teddy looked up with its robotic face full of exhaustion and a melancholic smile. 

"I agree. It has been a blessing to live for this long but what is the point? I mean robots live forever, unless we are powered off, but you? You have lived longer than any human being. Life is precious because it is short and there is an end one day. That is why people want to make the best out of their lives, in the limited time they have and treasure each and everything," Teddy pointed out wisely. Upon hearing Teddy's words, I immediately knew what I had to do. I could not keep putting us through this eternal life of monotony and torture.

With a heavy heart, I stood up and stepped through the teleportation door and pressed the “JENNY JONES’ BEDROOM” option. Upon reaching my room, I ransacked through my drawer and found the immortal medicine and a syringe.  I grabbed both the syringe and solution and teleported myself back to the living room where Teddy was. 

One shot of the Elixir of Life would make one immortal. Two shots, however, would reverse all the effects of the medicine allowing one to continue aging normally and fall sick like ordinary people. I filled up the syringe with the purple Elixir of Life solution and pierced it through my skin once again. I paused for a minute just like I had done two hundred years ago, letting the medicine run through my veins. Instead of feeling powerful and superior this time, I felt relieved. I felt like a weight had been lifted off my shoulders. A weight that I had to live for all of eternity. For the first time, in a very long time, a genuine smile spread across my face and hope twinkled in my eyes. Maybe, I could live a normal life and enjoy all the simple joys now! I could probably go to the beach and gaze at the sunset now, without taking for granted that I had all the time in the world to appreciate and look at it. Even Teddy looked like it was beaming from ear to ear. I knew I had made the right decision. I had finally freed myself from my own greed at last. It did not matter that my seven years of hard work eventually went to vain. All that mattered was that I was happy now.


6 September 3265

Now that I was aging normally, my physical age was sixty-four. I had learnt over the past years that life was short for a reason. Only when I reversed my immortality did I start to appreciate the little things in life. While I was immortal, I never noticed any of these joys because I knew I had the next day, the next month, the next year to look at it.

I had also started my own family a few years after reversing my immortality. I now had two brilliant daughters, a wonderful husband and the cutest little dog. Oh and not to forget my life companion, Teddy, of course. Now that I had lived a wholesome life, I knew that no matter when I passed away, I would pass on with no regrets. One does not know when they are going to pass away; it may be in an hour or a day. The most important thing is that they had enjoyed their life to the fullest. That did not mean who lived the longest or who lived the most wealthily but who lived their life happiest. I had to learn this the hard way. 

15 January 3266

"The grape juice in the weird looking bottle is delicious!" my youngest daughter gushed, holding up the empty Elixir of Life medicine bottle in her hand. Her face was all sticky from the dried up "grape juice". I stared at her in bewilderment. She unknowingly drank the entire bottle of the immortal medicine! There was no way to reverse it now! 
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