‘Reimagine our world’

From when we first existed, our species has evolved and developed further than we could have imagined. We have evolved from cave-dwelling tribesmen scrawling pictures on walls, to modern-day people typing messages on computers and handphones. But throughout the course of history, some things never seem to change. The cycles of greed and dishonesty that human nature almost always seems to display, manifested in the form of war and violence. Death and destruction. Plague. Corruption. Age after age. Why is it that although we seem to have come so far, we have not changed?

And yet, if I were to look at things from a purely scientific viewpoint, haven’t we grown so much? War after war after war, from cavemen with sticks and spears to knights and cavalry in metal armour to soldiers with guns in camouflage. Atomic bombs. Nuclear bombs. 20 millions deaths in World War I, 75 million deaths in World War II. We've spent thousands of years inventing better ways to kill each other. In the future, I wonder how much we’ll have improved at it.

Furthermore, aren’t there so many different ways to improve at this? While such actions shouldn’t be considered simply for the purpose of war and violence, they are definitely possible with technology. We have the internet now. What about hacking? Theoretically, wouldn’t it be possible to hack into national banks and rob entire countries of their money and funding? Additionally, with the existence of social media, propaganda can be easily spread to people all over the world. With our progress in biology and medicine, biological warfare can be waged worldwide.

People would suffer from such actions. Loss of a country’s money would result in a lack of funding for government projects, and this would cause millions of people relying on funding from the government to suffer. Taxes may be raised to regain the money lost, which would be harsh on people. And so on. Our improvements in technology result in more death and carnage. Is it really okay to do things like this? Are such deeds not morally wrong?

So, war is bad, right? By extension, would conflict and disagreement also be considered as bad? In that case, what if I imagined our world as a completely peaceful one? One where nobody fights or argues with anyone else, and everyone shares everything equally. But then again, how could the mistakes and errors we make be pointed out without someone disagreeing with how something was done? How could the entire human race ever be in complete agreement over everything, or be of the same opinion on everything if we did not become completely identical, body and mind? No, we would never be able to progress and grow in such a world.

Honestly, such a world makes me think of the concept of communism, a theory or system of social organization in which all property is owned by the community and each person contributes and receives according to their ability and needs. Is that not a smaller-scale version of world peace, where everyone in a community shares what they have and gets what they need? However, didn’t communism fail in the end? If it’s so fair and just, why is it that there was the fall of communism, where people just didn’t want their states to be communist anymore? If it didn’t work then when different countries and states over the world willingly adopted it, then why would it work if forced upon the whole world?

I still do want to imagine our world as a more harmonious one. Not one with world peace, of course - the price humankind would have to pay for that is too high. But maybe it could be one where we helped each other instead of hoarding, and learnt from our mistakes in the past instead of repeating them. Instead of focusing our time and energy on building weapons for war, we should be looking for ways to maintain peace without being overly constrictive or controlling of others. Freedom of speech, but to an extent. Just because we have the right to do something doesn’t necessarily mean that it’s the right thing to do, or that we should do it. 

It all depends on how people view things, right? There was that big fuss when someone wore a qipao (a Chinese ethnic costume) to their prom, and Chinese people attacked her on social media, accusing her of ‘cultural appropriation’. But on Racial Harmony Day, hundreds of students around Singapore proudly wear their ethnic costumes as well as the ethnic costumes of other cultures to school. Are the students also committing the act of ‘cultural appropriation’? No matter how I look at this, the students are doing the exact same thing as the girl going to prom. So why is it that one gets accusations and condemnations, while the other gets praise for acceptance? Surely, I must change how people think about issues such as this, and make them more accepting of each other.

It sounds like I’ve been thinking simply about people’s mindsets and attitudes. In that case, maybe the world I imagine should be exactly the same as the one we have here, except for the people. Ah, humanity. What things would I change about humanity? I think that I would like humans to be fairer, kinder, and more understanding. Maybe humans would be better if they were more honest, or if they were more polite? But what about white lies? It’s good to be honest about things, but not to the point where one would say something insulting about someone else to their face simply because that was their opinion on that person. No, I can’t just give humans every single good quality; they would clash with each other and probably cause more chaos than what is happening right now. 

But wait; why am I trying so hard to change how people think and how they behave? Why do I want to change their mindsets and rewrite their personalities the way I personally see fit? Why am I coming up with a general list of qualities that I want humanity to possess, when I myself said earlier that it was wrong to want a world where everyone was the same? Is that not hypocritical of me? Would changing other people’s personalities to be the same really make our world better?

They say it is wrong to play God - now I see that it is also stressful and confusing to play God. If I were to reimagine something about the world, even something small such as to prevent a butterfly from flapping its wings, would I not be faced with many ethical dilemmas? Besides, is there even any need to change or reimagine our world? Maybe our world is good as it is, and doesn’t need any improvement. Yes, there are conflicts, and there is violence. Nonetheless, there are also brave people, bold people who are courageous enough to speak up for the better of others. There are intelligent people who use their knowledge to create more technology for the betterment of society. There are kind and compassionate people who give what they have to others who need it more. Surely, there’s no need to sit around thinking about what our world could be? Perhaps, we could actually make a change ourselves by contributing to society?

I don’t need to play God to be able to make a difference in this world. I don’t need to reimagine anything. I don’t need to forcefully alter people’s mindsets in order to influence them to change. Is not writing an essay, using words of rhetoric and persuasion, a more suitable and realistically achievable method to affect people’s opinion on things? After all, that’s why people write opinion pieces, isn’t it? They want to speak up and talk about how they feel about different things, and by reading these pieces, our views on these subjects can be changed because of the points that they made. Surely, I can do the same. Our world isn’t perfect, but it definitely isn’t that bad either. Yes, we have problems, but we can fix them if we all contribute our efforts towards making a change. If we are capable of making smaller, subtle changes through our behaviours and opinions on things, then surely we can also make larger, more tangible changes in the ways that we live our lives. 

For example, take global warming and climate change. Clichéd and overused though this example is, it is in fact a major problem that we are facing. However, by changing our lifestyles to more environmentally friendly ones, by reusing, reducing and recycling, we can combat this problem and eventually find a solution to it. 

From when we first existed, our species has evolved and developed further than we could have imagined. We have evolved from cave-dwelling tribesmen scrawling pictures on walls, to modern-day people typing messages on computers and handphones. But throughout the course of history, some things never seem to change. Yes, war and hardships have happened, but humans have also shown kindness and love to each other. I think that humans are not bad, and that we are capable of creating a better world that exists not just in imagination, but in reality.
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