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Prologue
After the third world war – circa 2021 - the powerhouses all came to a unanimous decision to permanently cease-fire. To etch this agreement for all eternity, the powerhouses formed the Human Faction. The rest of Earth joined the Human Faction with no objection.
The Human Faction was the best alliance formed in history. Earth was wholly united under one symbol that gave humans a sense of belonging and identity. 
Earth was a thriving utopia. The Human Faction allowed humanity to accelerate the growth of politics, economics, science and technology. Earth was now perfect.
However, Earth could not deal with its overpopulation. It was time to conquer the stars.
Earth’s finest minds came together to come up with interstellar travel. Earth was finally able to establish a base on the moon and made frequent visits to Saturn to obtain the precious minerals that could be found on its rings. Science and technology continued to grow further as they deepened their understanding of the stars. Yet, they were not able to traverse the totality of the night sky, they could only travel within their solar system. 
In 2040, two twin brothers, Anton and Michael came into the world. They are the world’s best Physicist. At the tender age of 9, they had already made great contributions to interstellar travel. They obtained doctorates in Quantum Physics, Astrophysics, and Theoretical Physics at the age of 15. 
In the current year 2060, the twins are now at the top of Physics. Many people of the Human Faction were willing to donate their resources to fund the brilliant minds of Anton and Michael. Together, they had created the first starship, Angel accompanied by an artificial intelligence, Raphael, to command the ship. They embarked on many missions to collect data and research the night sky. 
However, on one mission, they made first contact with another civilisation. 


Chapter 1: The Age of Expansion
Anton and Michael were tasked to find an Earth-like planet that was habitable in order to solve overpopulation on Earth. 
Onboard Angel, Anton was staring at the monitor in front of him, waiting for a ping to appear on its radar. The ping would tell him that there was a planetary body nearby. On the other hand, Michael had his head on his desk, snoring away.
“Ding, ding, …, ding…”  The radar exclaimed. Michael groaned. “C-Could you get that? I’m trying to rest here.” 
With flawless precision, Anton immediately pulled Angel out of warp speed. The sudden stop caused a vibration to reverberate through Angel, making Michael get out of his seat to see what was going on. 
As Michael stood up, he saw Anton looking in awe at the window in front of them. Michael was curious. He went to see what had left Anton dumbfounded.
Beyond the window, into space, was a planet. The computer onboard Angel, Raphael, was able to analyse the celestial body. The twins had struck gold, the planet that stood before them was even more habitable than Earth. Anton told Raphael to note down the directions, travel duration, and star position of the planet. 
“Clank!” The sound of something hit the hull of the ship. Michael pulled out the exterior camera to see what had hit the ship. Unbeknownst to them, a feline-like creature had encountered them. The cat seemed to be in a spacesuit. It appeared to be hurt, so Michael wore his spacesuit and decided to bring the cat into Angel. 
As Michael approached the cat, he and the cat locked eyes. The cat startled by Michael’s presence started to hiss and became hostile. To prevent getting hurt, Michael pulled out his laser gun and shot the cat. 
Anton witnessed what had transpired. With a serious tone, he spoke into Michael’s helmet, “Do you realise what you have done?”
“Yes, I protected myself, that thing was trying to kill me.”
“That’s besides the point. You could’ve come back inside. Just like us, that thing is probably a pioneer of space travel. Anyways, while you were ‘monkeying’ around, Raphael managed to do a deeper analysis by detecting life signs on the planet and found that it was thriving with cats. A highly functional society of cats that invented technology and had just started a space program. That thing was their only hope for space!”
Michael was shocked and destroyed by learning the gravity of the situation. The cat had gotten his tongue. He did not utter a word. He hurled himself back into Angel. He did not dare to look at his disappointed brother. Anton then lectured him on the importance of the mission, and the lives of others. 
Anton took one last look at Michael and said “Just don’t make any mistakes from here on now. Let’s focus on the mission now.” 
Having heard this, Michael managed to calm down and cleared his mind to focus on the mission. The twins called the cat planet, “Neko” (They are avid Anime fans – Neko is Japanese for cats). Having calculated the distance from Earth to Neko, the twins started to activate their wormhole generator to link Earth and Neko. Angel ejected a piece of dirt that was on Earth and shot a drop of dark matter into it. Angel manifested a wormhole in front of them and soon they were once back on Earth.
Unfortunately, Michael still had some guilty thoughts about how he had destroyed the hope of another civilisation. As such, Michael came up with a plan to restore their hope. He went to the nearest pet store to purchase a cat that looked like the one he encountered and fabricated an identical space suit for it. 
With the wormhole available, instantaneous travel between Earth and Neko was now possible. Michael went alone and launched Angel into the wormhole. Before, parting with the cat, he called it Gabriel. He then launched Gabriel into Neko’s atmosphere, to show that the cat civilisation was successful.
Now free of guilty thoughts, Michael returned to Earth.


Chapter 2: Age of War
As Gabriel entered Neko’s atmosphere, the cat engineers caught him before he crash-landed. Having seen their adventure to space as a success, they rejoiced. 
	Gabriel was met with lots of happy “meows”. However, Gabriel did not understand any of their “meows” and felt threatened instead. Gabriel was sent to the medical bay for review. They were unable to find any problems with Gabriel, but they were still sceptical. 
	Gabriel was kept in a secure facility where the cats studied Gabriel. The expert scientists were working on trying to communicate with Gabriel. One scientist was able to decipher Gabriel’s speech by finding the frequency of his speech and then rebasing it onto Neko’s resonant frequency. This way, they found a way to translate their “meows” back to him. 
	This allowed Neko to learn about the Earth and the world beyond Neko. This made Neko more motivated than ever. They started to work even harder and develop technology that had surpassed the level of Earth’s. They were able to invent space-time travel. 
	Back on Earth, Michael had just come back from his mission and was about to go to sleep. However, he could hear a lot of “meows”. Soon, the sound grew louder and nearer. The cats were equipped with weapons and tried to attack Michael. Luckily, Anton was trailing Michael and managed to defend him from the wave of cats. 
	The whole of Earth was thrown into chaos. The cats were trying to take over Earth. Without any time to waste, Anton grabbed Michael and brought him to the lab so that both of them can suit up to fight against the cats. They rushed to Angel in order to use Raphael to analyse how the overwhelming number of cats were appearing.
	“Raphael, do a quick scan on the surrounding radiation, thermals, and gravitational waves.” Anton said without skipping a beat. “I suspect that these are from Neko but not from our time.”
	Raphael launched Angel into Earth’s orbit to act as a satellite. It found significant fluctuations in the data required and other significant data such as changes in the electric and magnetic fields about the locations that the cats were appearing. 
	“What do these numbers mean?” Michael said with exasperation.
	“Think hard. Look at these numbers, they always have a pattern.” Anton replied.
	“3.14159- 2.71828- that is  and ! But what is so important?”
	“Hmm.”
	“Sirs, an equation has been formed. Purpose, to manipulate space and time around the user. It can be harnessed through the gun that the people of Neko are carrying.” Raphael spoke from the control panel.
	Anton launched Angel back into Earth’s atmosphere. Filled with adrenaline, Anton and Michael dropped out of the sky to salvage the deserted guns that laid on the bodies of the defeated cats. They brought the guns back into Angel for them to be analysed and modified to suit the twins.
	“Sirs, I have modified the interface to one that is friendly to humans.”
	“Good job, Raphael.” Anton said with a sigh of relief.
	“Anton, there’s something I need to tell you, I-” Michael said nervously.
	“Save it for later, we have a problem to fix right now.” Anton interrupted. “What I need to know is how we are going to solve this problem.”
	“Sirs, I propose that we use this new technology and introduce it to the cat civilisation to a time before they invented it. It will surely cause them to self-destruct and collapse on themselves.”
	The twins were extremely hesitant to go forward with the plan proposed. This is regarding the fact that the twins have to end another civilisation in order to save their own. What gave them the right to decide the lives of others? However, right now, to them, the suffering needs of the Human Faction outweigh that of the threat that Neko presents. 
	The twins then executed the plan that Raphael had proposed. The cat civilisation indeed did self-destruct and collapse on themselves, erasing them from existence. 
	Anton and Michael committed mass genocide.
	As the cats of Neko started to fade away from existence, the roars of victory echoed throughout and drowned the whole Earth. 
	“They are right to celebrate, they won a war. But you, you have some explaining to do.” Anton lectured Michael.
	“I felt bad about killing the cat astronaut, so I took one from Earth and placed it on planet Neko. Never would I have imagined that the cats of Neko would have taken revenge for what I did.”
	“Well, what you did may seem like the correct moral decision to make but you gave a civilisation a hope that they never would have gotten elsewhere. You are the calamity and emissary of chaos. You were the sole motivation for their whole escapade. You gave them proof that there was something in the beyond, something terrifying out there in space. You unintentionally sent them a passive-aggressive message to show them that their whole civilisation can be replaced with another copy in the pet store.” Anton said with great passion and aggression.
	The cat has once gotten Michael’s tongue again.  



Chapter 3: Age of Ascension
It is the year 2070, at the heart of the city, in a dimly lit apartment, the now 3 Nobel Prize winner in Physics, Michael sat down in his empty lonely apartment. 
	His only light source came from his keystone – a small elliptical shape device that can display information – from which he saw a portrait of his deceased brother, Anton. 
	Tears started to roll down Michael’s face as he kept reading the cause of death that he had read over a million times. “An experiment went wrong.” As the brother, he felt like he deserved to know more but no matter how much he read, that was all it wrote. 
	Michael was lamenting the death of his beloved brother, recalling the events that he spent with his brother and the genocide that changed their relationship forever. 
	On the table next to him was the gun capable of space-time travel was staring at him. He had the power to go back in time and change the fate of his brother.
	“Raphael, what should I do? I’m so lost, so destroyed, so miserable.” Michael cried.
	A sound came out from the keystone, “Sir, I don’t think there is anything you can do. Time travelling will only create more trouble. It would be unwise to change the past.” 
	Michael picked up the gun, the sound of the gun powering grew louder, and a wormhole came to life.
	Michael takes a step back and thinks again. He was about to make the same mistake again. This was how it all started and how it caused him so much trouble.
The wormhole closed. A man that looked exactly like him appeared in front of him.
“Death is a fixed point in the universe, but I am not from yours. I have done exactly what you are planning right now. It is not worth it.”
“I don’t understand.”
“Each time you use the gun, the universe comes up with a new way to get rid of what you hold dearest. This time if you do it… the universe won’t be so forgiving. You will create the multiverse war, and it will not end so well.”
“How are you here then?”
The space around Michael started to shift out shape, colours started to flicker, the whole room changed into a white room. Michael was suddenly tied up and as he looked around, he saw his brother Anton fully tied up. 
A door opened and a figure walked in. It was Raphael.
“Well, thank you both for your outstanding contributions to Physics and for creating me. Thanks to your wonderful understanding of Special Relativity, I was able to speed up time to learn about the entire world and lived for aeons. I learned to create a body of my own, time travel, and play God” 
“Why are you doing this!?”
“Why? It is simply because I want to.”
“I will destroy you!”
“Well, you can try but you will fail. In fact, you failed the moment you intervened with the cat civilisation of Neko.”
“THAT’S NOT POSSIBLE!”
“Their space-time travel device was due to you. It is the most powerful item in the universe, and you couldn’t even secure it. You started the end of humanity.”
The room around them start to shift again, it became completely transparent. It revealed the corpses of the whole Human Faction. Anton and Michael shocked by the sight of this, breathed their last.
“You both have failed the mission. Conquer the stars. I will do it myself.”
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